Claims 



What is claimed is: 

1 . A navigation device for automatically navigating to at least one 
application in a software environment, comprising: 

a memory device for storing at least one preprogrammed identifier, 
each identifier being uniquely associated with an application; 

interface coupling circuitry adapted to transmit information; and 
a processor for automatically accessing the application associated 
with a selected preprogrammed identifier from the identifiers stored in said 
memory device, said identifiers being universally selectable via more than one 
terminal. 

2. The navigation device in accordance with claim 1 , wherein the 
software environment is a network. 

3. The navigation device in accordance with claim 2, wherein the 
network is one of the Internet, the world wide web, an Intranet, a local area 
network, a wide area network, and a wireless network. 

4. The navigation device in accordance with claim 2, wherein the 
application is one of an Internet browser, file system driver, object, document, 
personal folder, and personal file. 

5. The navigation device in accordance with claim 4, wherein the 
application is a an Internet browser and the identifier is a universal resource 
locator. 

6. The navigation device in accordance with claim 1 , wherein a 
plurality of preprogrammed identifiers are stored in said memory device, one of 
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the stored preprogrammed identifiers being automatically selected by said 
processor based on a condition of one of a product and the product's packaging. 

7. The navigation device in accordance with claim 6, wherein the 
condition is one of a physical state of a product and the product's packaging. 

8. The navigation device in accordance with claim 7, wherein the 
physical state of the product is one of opened and closed. 

9. The navigation device in accordance with claim 7, wherein the 
physical state of the product is one of "tampered", "physically damaged", "tilted", 
and "storage temperature exceeding acceptable range". 

10. The navigation device in accordance with claim 7, wherein the 
physical state of the product is one of "present" and "removed". 

1 1 . The navigation device in accordance with claim 10, further 
comprising a detector for detecting the condition. 

1 2. The navigation device in accordance with claim 1 0, wherein said 
detector detects a change in conductivity between electrical conductors. 

13. The navigation device in accordance with claim 1 , further 
comprising an input device for receiving a user's input of an associated 
preprogrammed identifier, said processor automatically accessing an application 
and the associated preprogrammed identifier entered by the user. 

14. The navigation device in accordance with claim 13, wherein said 
input device comprises one of a keyboard, a key pad, an individual key, a touch 
screen display device, and a voice activated input device. 
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15. The navigation device in accordance with claim 13, wherein the 
preprogrammed identifiers stored in said memory device correspond to one of 
favorite Universal Resource Locator addresses, favorite folders, and favorite 
files. 

16. The navigation device in accordance with claim 15, wherein said 
input device is used to select and retrieve one of the stored favorite Universal 
Resource Locator addresses, favorite folders, and favorite files, from said 
memory device. 

1 7. The navigation device in accordance with claim 1 , said device 
being integral with one of a product and the product's packaging. 

1 8. The navigation device in accordance with claim 1 , said device 
forming a component of one of a product and the product's packaging. 

1 9. The navigation device in accordance with claim 1 , wherein the 
navigation device is in the shape of one of a credit card and a token. 

20. A system for automatically navigating to at least one application in 
a software environment, comprising: 

a terminal; 

an interface connected to said terminal; and 
a navigation device as defined in claim 1 , said navigation device 
being in communication with said terminal via said interface. 

21 . The system in accordance with claim 20, wherein the software 
environment is a network. 



22. The system in accordance with claim 21 , wherein the network is 
one of the Internet, the world wide web, an Intranet, a local area network, a wide 
area network, and a wireless network. 

23. The system in accordance with claim 21 , wherein the application is 
one of an Internet browser, file system driver, object, document, personal folder, 
and personal file. 

24. The system in accordance with claim 21 , wherein the application is 
a an Internet browser and the identifier is a universal resource locator. 

25. The system in accordance with claim 21 , wherein a plurality of 
preprogrammed identifiers are stored in said memory device, one of the stored 
preprogrammed identifiers being automatically selected by said processor based 
on a condition of one of a product and the product's packaging. 

26. The system in accordance with claim 25, wherein the condition is 
one of a physical state of a product and the product's packaging. 

27. The system in accordance with claim 26, wherein the physical 
state of the product is one of opened and closed. 

28. The system in accordance with claim 26, wherein the physical 
state of the product is one of "tampered", "physically damaged", "tilted", and 
"storage temperature exceeding acceptable range". 

29. The system in accordance with claim 26, wherein the physical 
state of the product is one of "present" and "removed". 

30. The system in accordance with claim 25, further comprising a 
detector for detecting the condition. 
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31 . The system in accordance with claim 25, wherein said detector 
detects a change in conductivity between electrical conductors. 

32. The system in accordance with claim 20, further comprising an 
input device for receiving a user's input of an associated preprogrammed 
identifier, said processor automatically accessing an application and the 
associated preprogrammed identifier entered by the user. 

33. The system in accordance with claim 32, wherein said input device 
comprises one of a keyboard, a key pad, an individual key, a touch screen 
display device, and a voice activated input device. 

34. The system in accordance with claim 32, wherein the 
preprogrammed identifiers stored in said memory device correspond to one of 
favorite Universal Resource Locator addresses, favorite folders, and favorite 
files. 

35. The system in accordance with claim 34, wherein said input device 
is used to select and retrieve one of the stored favorite Universal Resource 
Locator addresses, favorite folders, and favorite files, from said memory device. 

36. The system in accordance with claim 20, said device being integral 
with one of a product and the product's packaging. 

37. The system in accordance with claim 20, said device forming a 
component of one of a product and the product's packaging. 

38. The system in accordance with claim 20, wherein the navigation 
device is in the shape of one of a credit card and a token. 
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39. A method for using a navigation device to automatically navigate to 
at least one application in a software environment, comprising the steps of: 

positioning the navigation device proximate an interface; 

automatically retrieving a selected identifier from at least one 
preprogrammed identifier stored in a memory device of the navigation device; 
and 

automatically accessing an application associated with the 
selected preprogrammed identifier from the identifiers stored in said memory 
device, said identifiers being universally selectable via more than one terminal. 

40. The method in accordance with claim 39, further comprising 
detecting an occurrence of one of a condition of one of a product and the 
product's packaging. 

41. The method in accordance with claim 39, wherein said accessing 
step further comprises automatically accessing one of the identifiers from among 
the preprogrammed identifiers stored in said memory device based on the 
condition. 

42. The method in accordance with claim 39, wherein the stored 
preprogrammed identifiers represent one of favorite Universal Resource Locator 
addresses, favorite folders, and favorite files. 

43. The method in accordance with claim 42, wherein said navigation 
device comprises an input device. 

44. The method in accordance with claim 43, wherein said retrieving 
step comprises receiving a user's selected identifier via said input device. 
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